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What Are ChatGPT and Its Friends?

Mike Loukides
how to behave, were being pushed out of the conversational window.

So, in the end, what is ChatGPT "doing"? It's predicting what words are
mostly likely to occur in response to a prompt, and emitting that as a
response. There's a “temperature” setting in the ChatGPT API that controls
how random the response is. Temperatures are between O and 1. Lower
temperatures inject less randomness; with a temperature of 0, ChatGPT
should always give you the same response to the same prompt. If you set
the temperature to 1, the responses will be amusing, but frequently
completely unrelated to your input.

Tokens

ChatGPT's sense of “context”—the amount of text that it considers when it's
in conversation—is measured in “tokens,” which are also used for billing.
Tokens are significant parts of a word. OpenAl suggests two heuristics to
convert word count to tokens: a token is 3/4 of a word, and a token is 4
letters. You can experiment with tokens using their Tokenizer tocl. Some
quick experiments show that root words in a compound word almost
always count as tokens; suffixes (like "llity") almost always count as tokens;
the period at the end of a sentence [and other nunctuation) often counts

Learn more
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