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BYLINE: Sam Marlowe
SECTION: T2;FEATURES; Pg. 10

LENGTH: 384 words

Barbican, EC2 ***

East spectacularly meets West in Yukio Ninagawa's production of Shakespeare's late romance, performed in Japanese with English surtitles.
Elements of kabuki inform the movement, music and design, and the play's exploration of moral and martial honour chimes with the code of
samurai warrior.

Yet there are pungent European flavours here too: Classical mythology, and the fairytale figures of the wicked stepmother-queen, the imperil
princess and her brave, handsome lover. In fact, Ninagawa's staging, while it has epic grandeur, is like a series of storybook illustrations; sl
subtlety, but it looks stunning. It begins in a theatre dressing room. At illuminated mirrors sit the company, gossiping, warming up, clad in ki
or modern sportswear. The scene melts away, as painted screens glide together to create an image of a craggy, prison- like Celtic Britain. Kir
Cymbeline (Kohtaloh Yoshida, left) and his courtiers wear furs complete with eyes, limbs and teeth; his scheming second wife has a smile as

ac that nf thnea clkinnad rraatiiree: and hie daninhtar Tmnnan (Shinahi OFaka) wha ninder thrast af heina marriad off tn tha Aniean'e daltich <
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